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Chairman Smith, Ranking Member Rogers, and members of the distinguished House Armed 
Services Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on our priorities for Guam and the 
Indo-Pacific Region in the development of the chairman's mark for the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023. 
 
As a matter of national policy, in reviewing the hiring practices and policies of the Department 
of Defense with the ongoing Marine relocation to Guam, it is apparent that there is an 
opportunity to further align community stakeholder interests on Guam and throughout the 
country with DOD mission. Key to such alignment is the improvement of roads which support 
both the military and civilian population and the direct availability of jobs in the communities in 
which DOD operates, when and if such jobs become available.  
      
On-island military exercises have increased over the last few years and additional military units 
and capabilities are planned for Guam, to include the proposed multi-location Missile Defense 
Agency (MDA) missile defense system. The increased exercises have, and the new capabilities 
undoubtedly will, increase military traffic on the Guam road system. For example, Rear Admiral 
Nicholson notes that the current main supply route (MSR) from Naval Base Guam (NBG - ship 
transported materiel) to Andersen Air Force Base (AAFB - air transported materiel) is Route 1. 
Future MSR use of Route 1 and Route 3 to access Marine Corps Base Camp Blaz (MCBCB) 
and onward to AAFB will increase military use of this MSR. This results in Route 1 being 
heavily trafficked by military vehicles, especially during exercises, and it is anticipated the 
military traffic would increase significantly more if major combat operations were to take place. 
In light of these increased traffic and associated road infrastructure requirements, we request 
that the Committee initiate a study of Defense Access Roads (DAR) needs on Guam as they 
correspond to the aforementioned MSR use as well as the planned 360-degree air and missile 
defense system for Guam.  
 
Secondly, I am proposing an NDAA amendment to authorize H-1B recruitment for nurses to 
Guam that would exempt the USCIS H-1B 4-year degree requirement and authorizing 2-year 
degrees consistent with the two years program duration of registered nurses and licensed 
practical nurses. This is needed to make up for healthcare professional shortfalls that the 
military will be relying on, anticipated to be 50% of nursing workforce once travelling nurses 
are no longer covered by FEMA. 
 
Finally, in continuance with our priority to align national defense interests with specific requests 
for Guam, we request that funding be appropriated to fill all billets and open positions at the 
U.S. Naval Hospital in Guam.  and to have a study a study done on the need for psychiatric 
services outpatient and inpatient for all constituencies including active duty servicemembers, 
veterans, Gold Star families, etc. Naval Hospital Guam is comprised of the main hospital in, and 
two branch clinics, medical and dental, on Naval Base Guam with staff consisting of 516 Active 
Duty and 201 civilians, contractors, reservists, and volunteers who serve more than 26,000 
beneficiaries. 
 
Mr. Chairman, the Armed Services Committee has been a friend of and strong advocate for 
Guam’s interest as our island plays a key role in our nation’s primary defense against adversaries 



in Asia. I have appreciated this Committee’s longstanding efforts in reaffirming Guam’s seat at 
the table and ensuring that Guam’s concerns are not brushed aside. Thank you again for your time 
and consideration of my testimony, and I look forward to our continued work together.  


